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done in the Orient, or for remaining blind to the light which this work has thrown 
on the entire field of early history. It is a fascinating subject, and Dr. Delitzsch's 
lecture has portrayed it at its best. 

Die babylonische Kultur in ihren Bezibhungen zur Unsrigen. Ein Vortrag. 
Von Hugo Winckler. Leipzig : J. C. Hinrichs'sche Buchhandlung. 1902. 
Pages, 53. Price, M. 80. 

Prof. Hugo Winckler of Berlin, a colleague of Prof. Friedrich Delitzsch, con- 
denses in a short lecture of fifty-three pages the main facts known about Baby- 
lonian civilisation. He finds that Babylonian views have dominated the develop- 
ment of mankind in Greece and Rome during the Middle Ages, and are to a great 
extent preserved even to-day. This is especially true in mathematics and astron- 
omy, in the names of the months, of the zodiac, and in popular expressions. Even 
the festivals of the ancient Babylonians are still continued among us under other 
names ; and finally, our folklore can be rediscovered in the ancient legends and 
religious notions of those nations who dwelt thousands of years before us in Meso- 
potamia, p. c. 

Die Gesetze Hammurabis, KSnigs von Babylon, um 2250 v. Chr. Das alteste 
Gesetzbuch der Welt. Uebersetzt von Dr. Hugo Winckler. Mit einer Ab- 
bildung des Steindenkmals. Leipzig: J. C. Hinrichs'sche Buchhandlung. 
1902. Pages, 42. 

This pamphlet, published by the Vorderasiatische Gesellschaft , is a German 
translation of an ancient stone slab containing the laws of Hammurabi, which is 
one of the most interesting documents of old Babylonian history ever recovered in 
the Orient. Hammurabi is the Biblical Amraphel mentioned in Genesis xiv. as a 
contemporary of Abraham and King of Shinar. He was one of the greatest kings 
of Babylon, a reformer and law-giver. After a period of great unrest, he restored 
order and re-established a stable condition of society. His laws form a landmark, 
not only in the history of Babylon, but in the history of mankind. They are more 
than 700 years older than the laws of Moses, according to the orthodox tradition, 
supposing the latter to be given in 1500 B. C. 

Hammurabi flourished about 2250 B. C. The remarkable stone on which the 
inscription is recorded represents King Hammurabi in the presence of his god (the 
sun-god of Sippar), who communicates to him the laws which are codified in the 
mooted inscription deciphered for the first time by Father V. Scheil. 

It was customary in ancient times for conquerors to transfer statues of gods 
and other significant monuments to their own capital and to replace the original 
inscription by a proclamation of their own triumphs. Our stone suffered a similar 
fate, but by good fortune the text of the inscription was saved. Five lines only are 
erased, and the victor's name does not appear on it. Moreover, even these five 
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missing lines have been restored from a copy of the laws of Hammurabi that was 
recovered from the library of Assurbanipal. 

The contents of Hammurabi's laws are remarkable for their fairness, their 
humane principles, and their detailed accuracy. The inscription begins with a 
personal enunciation of King Hammurabi ; he proclaims that he owes his govern- 
ment and success to the grace of the gods, and promises to rise over mankind as 
Shamash the sun-god does over the earth. His purpose is to protect the weak 
ones, to destroy evil doers, and to procure justice to every one. The law book 
contains 282 single statements, and deals with the questions of practical life, — un- 
just accusations, marriage relations, contracts, rent, the regulation of inheritances, 
regulations of the market, and similar ordinances. p. c. 

The Creation Story of Genesis I. A Sumerian Theogony and Cosmogony. By 
Dr. Hugo Radau. Chicago : The Open Court Publishing Company. Lon- 
don : Kegan Paul, Trench, Trttbner & Co., Ltd. 1902. Pages, vi, 70. 
Price, Boards, 75 cents net (3s. 6d. net). 
The greater part of this booklet appeared in The Monist for July, 1902. It 
considers the creation story of the first chapter of Genesis in the light of the oldest 
sources at our disposal, viz., the Sumerian cosmogony and theogony, of which the 
Biblical creation story of the Priestly School is a redaction. For having criticised 
and eliminated the mythical elements of the Sumerian tradition, P. is called by 
Dr. Radau "the first Higher Critic." Dr. Radau, in explaining certain attributes 
of the gods, was compelled to touch briefly upon the Sumerian cosmology, of which 
he has given a new representation. He also makes reference to the Arabian 
Pantheon. The little book is apt to appeal only to specialists and Old Testament 
and comparative Semitic research. 

Hymns of the Faith (Dhammapada). Being an Ancient Anthology Preserved in 
the Short Collection of the Sacred Scriptures of the Buddhists. Translated 
from the Pali by Albert J. Edmunds. Chicago : The Open Court Publish- 
ing Company. London: Kegan Paul, Trench, Trtibner & Co., Ltd. 1902. 
Pages, xiii, no. Price, $1.00 (4s. 6d. net). 
This celebrated and ancient anthology of Buddhist devotional poetry was com- 
piled from three sources: (1) The utterances of the Buddha and his disciples; (2) 
From early hymns by monks ; and (3) From popular poetic proverbs of India. It 
is the Buddhist Imitation of Christ, and constitutes one of the noblest of the 
world's religious expressions. Its fame relieves us from commenting upon the na- 
ture of its contents ; the eloquent words of the translator, Mr. Edmunds, best char- 
acterise it. He says : 

"If ever an immortal classic was produced upon the continent of Asia, it is 
this. Its sonorous rolls of rhythm are nothing short of inspired. . . . No trite 
ephemeral songs are here, but red-hot lava from the abysses of the human soul, in 
one out of the two of its most historic eruptions. These old refrains from a life 



